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Welcome to the December/January 2020 State of  the Arts Report !  It  is  my pleasure
to provide Florida NAfME Collegiate members with relevant news, resources,  and
insights related to advocacy in music education.
 
Happy New Year from the Florida NAfME Collegiate Executive Board! I  hope that
your holiday season was a restful  one,  al lowing you to recharge and tackle the
new year with a renewed energy.  When it  comes to NAfME, music advocacy
doesn't  take a holiday.  Over the break,  NAfME advocates met to draft  a letter to
Congress addressing adequate funding for well-rounded programs. During their
December meeting,  the FMEA Government Relations/Advocacy Committee
discussed an early gift  they received - a legislative sponsor for their Fine Arts
Seal  Bi l l .  On January 13,  thousands of Florida public school teachers ral l ied at the
state Capitol  to promote more funding for public education.  Also,  after months of
preparation,  FMEA rang in the new year with their annual Professional
Development Conference,  focusing on "Musical  Excellence:  Past,  Present,  and
Future."
 
I  hope you wil l  take the time to read through this State of the Arts Report and
contact me with any questions or comments on how to improve later reports to
better suit  the needs of al l  members across the state.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Ramos
Advocacy Chair
Florida NAfME Collegiate
 



RELATED NEWS

 

 'Tis the Season for Music Education
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An update from NAfME on

national advocacy efforts

in fiscal year 2020." This includes a "$1.3 billion increase
in funding for the Department of Education."
 
Overall, funding for a well-rounded education received a
significant boost. Because of NAfME's continued efforts,
Title I Grants received an increase of $450 million, Title
II grants received an increase of $76 million, and Title IV
grants received an increase of $40 million. The
appropriations agreement was signed into law on Friday,
December 20, an early gift that was much appreciated by
teachers and advocates alike. This action proves that
advocacy really works, and should be continued at the
local, state, and national levels, even during the holiday
season.
 
All quotations were taken from the article 'Tis the Season
for Music Advocacy published by Tooshar Swain, NAfME
Assistant Director of Public Policy. To read the full
article on NAfME's website, visit https://nafme.org/tis-
the-season-for-music-advocacy/.

For NAfME, music advocacy is a year round
endeavor. Through the work of the Music Education
Policy Roundtable, and state music education
associations (MEAs) across the country, the national
organization does its part to ensure that music
education remains a vital component of schooling
systems nationwide. One of the main issues
surrounding music education, and education in
general, is adequate funding, specifically for well-
rounded programs found in Titles I-A, II-A, and IV-A
of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).
 
In December, "24 MEAs and 17 members of the
Music Education Policy Roundtable" met to draft a
letter "supporting adequate funding" for Title I, II,
and IV music programs across the country. NAfME
writes, "Shortly after the letter was sent, top
congressional appropriators announced a bipartisan
agreement to fund the federal government and
boost defense and domestic budgets by $49 billion 



ABOUT
ADVOCACY

 
YEAR OF THE

TEACHER
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Every new year is defined by a symbol.  An example of this
would be the Chinese lunar calendar,  which associates every

year with a zodiac animal indicative of specif ic characteristics
and traits.  These symbols include the rat,  which represents

dil igence and resourcefulness;  the tiger,  which represents
confidence and unpredictabil ity;  and the dragon, which

represents tenacity and intel l igence.  Such characteristics such
as di l igence,  confidence,  and tenacity are usually embodied

by strong wil led individuals seeking to make a change in
society.  These individuals are often seen in classrooms, or more

recently,  on the steps of our state Capitol .
 

On January 13th,  2020, thousands of Florida public school
teachers met at the Florida Capitol  to ral ly for more funding for

public education.  Teachers of al l  discipl ines came together to
express the importance of a well-funded public education.  This

event occurred just months after Governor Ron DeSantis
declared 2020 the "year of the teacher."  According to a Tampa

based teacher,  "I  guarantee [2020] wil l  be the year of the
teacher but not in the way [Governor DeSantis]  expects."

 
However you support public and music education,  remind
others and yourselves how important teachers are in our

society,  and how much they care for their students.  Teachers
want change,  and they wil l  advocate for it  i f  and whenever

necessary.  For this reason and many more,  lets do our part to
make this year,  and every year after,  the year of the teacher.

 
For more information on this ral ly,  visit

https://www.tampabay.com/florida-
polit ics/buzz/2020/01/13/live-coverage-florida-teachers-

ral ly-at-capitol/.  

Past Advocacy Chair
Andrew Burk attending the
public school education
rally, "Take on Tallahassee,"
with a homemade sign
reading, "You can't put
students first if you put
teachers last."



ADVOCACY
 

FINE ARTS SEAL

Updates in

FMEA Government Relations Chair Jeanne Reynolds
(middle) ,  and FMEA representatives,  met with the
new sponsors for the Florida Seal  of  Fine Arts
Program Bil l .
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The FMEA Government Relations/Advocacy
Committee have made strong headway on the
newly conceived Florida Seal  of  Fine Arts
Program Bil l  (SB 1100/HB 1123) .  This bi l l  wil l
recognize students who complete a sequential
program of f ine arts education in dance,  music,
theater,  and/or visual  arts.  With the help of
FMEA Government Relations Chair Jeanne
Reynolds,  committee members,  and FMEA
representatives,  both the Senate and House Bil ls
have sponsors (Senator Darryl  Rouson and
Representative Ben Diamond) supporting the
idea of a sequential  arts education.
 
This bi l l  wil l  be a strong talking point during

FMEA's annual Collegiate Advocacy Day at the
state Capitol .  During this event,  Reynolds and
other FMEA representatives wil l  be working hard
to make this bi l l  known and get even more
Representatives and Senators to recognize the
importance of a sequential  arts education.  This
wil l  be a vital  day for music advocacy,  which is
why we wil l  need as many collegiates as possible  
on Tuesday,  February 11 .  An email  regarding
registration for Advocacy Day - how to register
and when the deadline is  - was sent earl ier this
month.  Make sure you sign up by Thursday,
January 30 so that your voice can be heard.
 
For more information on the Fine Arts bi l l ,  visit
https://fmea.org/advocacy/.

“We know that music education is

good for students. It's time we

introduced some legislative

language to reward students and

schools for doing the right thing.”

 

   Jeanne Reynolds

FMEA Government Relations Chair
(Quoted from the November issue of the Florida Music

Director)

 



On January 8-11 ,  the Florida Music Education Association hosted its annual Professional
Development Conference in Tampa, Florida.  This conference is regarded as one of the largest
state MEA conferences in the country.  Every year,  thousands of teachers and students congregate
to learn,  grow, and create together for the purposes of celebrating and advancing music
education.  This year was no exception.  With over 10,000 participants,  the FMEA 2020 Conference
was an exciting event,  recognizing the best of music education's past,  present,  and future.
 
For FMEA President Dr.  Steve Kelly,  this year's  conference theme - Past,  Present,  and Future  -  was
an important one.  That is  because in music education,  al l  three relate to each other.  During the
pre-conference,  Beth Cummings,  Director of Fine Arts for Polk County,  addressed the past,
discussing Vision 2020: The Housewright Symposium on the Future of  Music Education ,  and how "it
is  when we look at our past that we can begin to see our future."  The past was also acknowledged
by composer Libby Larson during the f irst General  Session,  where she discussed the evolution of
music through multiple decades,  as well  as Vision 2020 .
 
Present practices and research were discussed throughout the conference.  Each day brought with
it  innovative sessions that tackled ideas and topics relevant to music education today.  Some
topics included improving classroom management,  uti l izing technology in the music classroom,
and developing awareness of students'  physical  capabil it ies.  Current advocacy efforts were also
addressed by Jeanne Reynolds and Government Relations/Advocacy Committee members.
 
When it  came to the future of music education,  Dr.  Kelly acknowledged the collegiate students
during the f irst General  Session and asked them to stand and be recognized.  Multiple sessions
were directed towards the collegiate members who attended, including one led by music educator
Anne Fennell .  Her presentation was powerful ,  meant to ignite a f ire within every collegiate who
attended in order to get them excited to teach for the next generation of students.
 
The FMEA Professional  Development Conference is a staple for music education in Florida.  I f  you
were unable to attend this year,  visit  fmea.org/conference to view more about the conference.
Make sure you look out for housing scholarships offered by the Florida NAfME Collegiate
Executive Board in 2021.  Unti l  then, here's to the future of music education!

FLNAFME COLLEGIATE PAGE 05

A Reflection on the 2020 FMEA Conference

Past, Present, and Future


